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| CHARGE OF POISONING IN BEDFORDSHIRE. AND |
COMMITTAL OF THE ALLEGED MURDERER. |

Sarah Daisley, s young woman of attractive appearance, was charged
an Tharnlay, nt the Mnnsion House, with having murdered her two
hushand<nad her child. Superintendent Blunden, of the Bc:ll'ord‘?nlice,
atated, that ao Monday lnst, in conseqasnes af o ceport that William
Daisley, Imsband of the necused, residing at Wrestlingworth, had been
murdered, the body wes disinterred, end _an inquest held, which was
adjourncd till Friday that the contents of the stomach might be mna-
lysed. An 200n as the report got circulation, the prisoncr’ left Wrest-
lmuonh. in camipany with a young man (Samuel Stebbing), and camo
to London, where she was apprehended. he priscner, who to
think nothing of the charge, ani said she was most anxious that an ac-
tive inguiry sbould be made into her conduct, stated, in answer to qurs-
tions from the Lord Mayor, that she was 18 years old when she married
her first husband, who lived six years afterwards, snd that her second
husband lived two years and 19 days after their marriage. Her child
was ten months old when it died ; she did not run away when the in<
quest was summoned, but cameto London to look for a situstion, as the
parish refused to do anything for her.—Iaspectar Woodruffe said that
she came away with -gouu‘ man, and that her character was of the
worst kind.~The Lord Mayor said he had been told that she was going
to be married again by b , ond thata person who heard of the re.
ports about her interfered nnd prevented the ceremony.—The prisoner
denied this; but Woodruffe said the information wae correct, and that
a persou had observed to the young man (Joln Waldock), ** Surely you
are not going to marry thet she-devil, who has alrendy murdered two
husbande and a child.”” Waldock was somewhat aatonished at the in-
furmation, and expressed his intention to the Rev, Mr. Twist, the cler-
gyman of the villnge, who had nlready pyhlished the banns, of breaking
oil' the match. This led to inquiry, and the exhumation of her Jast
husband’s body, in order that a medical cxamipation might be made,
Both husbands bhad died almost suddenly, and in the vigonr of youth
and health; a ere was (so the inspector said) little doubt thet the

tHroner bnd poisoned them bath, and alao her child,—The Lord Mayor
nded the prisoner over ta Superintendont Blunden, wha soon after-
wards departed far Bedfordshire with her in custody. The prisoner’s
father, who is dead, resided at Pattun, a smell village s few miles from
Wrestlingworth ; he was a tailor, end hes Jeft alarge family.

THE CORONER’S INQUEST.

The cnquiry into the circumstances of the above extraordinary case
was resumed on Fridey, st the Chequers lan, Wrestlingworth, before
Mr. Edward Eagles, for Dedfordshire, and s ble jury
of parishioners.—The nccused arrived at Biggleawade on Thursday
night, from London, in the gy of Sauperi dent Blunden, and so
great was the cxcitement occasioned amoung the lnwm-geop!e by ths

uhlicity of the resuit of the dical ion of her late s
l‘:’od . that some difficulty wae_experienced in conveying her from the
coach-pffice to the Golden Eagr:. ut which house it was arranged she
should pass the night. )

On Friday morning she was conveyed over to Wrestlingworth, and
on the re-assembling of the jury, st ten o’clock, she was brouglt into the
inquest-room, to hear the evidence sdduced on Mondny lsat read over,
Tle prisoner appeered to be much sffected at the charge nguinat her,
and the levity of demeanour whicth characterised her, when brooght
before the Lord Mayor on Thursdsy, was no longer cbservable in her
manner.— Before detailing the evidencr, which wax of & most extraor-
dinary and volumninous character, it may be necessary to state that on
the exbumation of deceased’s body, in conseqypvence of certain rumours
relative to his deaths, the contents of the stomach were extracted sud
put into ascaled bottle, which was forwarded to the Bedford Infirmary,
where an analyzation was made by Mesars. Hedley and Hurat, surgeons
of that tawn, the reanlt of which is given below,

‘The fullowin, a brief ¥ of the evid d d to by the

Elizabeth Daisley said deceased wns her son. Sho recollected his
being taken il in October last,  iie was taken ill on one Sunday, and
dird the next.  Mr. Sandhill, a yurgeon, residing ut Potton, stten
him, and told witoess that hir was not in any danger, Deceased was
much worse on the Wedneadny, but rallied sgain, and was better on
Saturday. le was ngain taken wor-ein the evening uf thst day, and
died the next morning. Witness was with him when he died.” De-
ceasedd pointed to his throat, and said, ‘* 1t layw jost here, mother.”’

Ann m’und. aged 14, mid she was an orphan, and resided at Tadiow,
in Cambridgeshire. She had formerly lived at Wreatlingworth with Mr.
and Mrs. Daisley, and el there in consequence of beingill on the
Wednesday before deceased’s death. Snw Mra. Daistey make three
pills on Tuesdny, She made them in n blue saucer, sud wrapped them
up in & picee of newspaper. Hecollected Mrs. Daisley asking her hua-
band to take the pilla. Deceased smid he could not take them. Witness
endeavourcd to persuade him, and ook one heraelf, myin& ¢t See me
take ope of them.”  Dreeancd then took the other two. Witneas be.
cume ill soon after, snd Mry. Daisley acolded ber for having taken the

Mury Carver said she accompanied the accused to Mr. Sandhill’s at
Potton on the Tuesday atter her husband was taken ill. Recollected
Mrs. lhisley asking (or some pills.  Mr. Sandhill gave her some,
which he called resting pills.  On their way bome the accused threw
awny the pills which Mr. Sandhill had given her, and taking three
others from her pocket put them into the box.  She said she had pur-
chused them from Mres.Gurry, nnd that they wonld do her huaband more
gondd. They were larger, and of a darker colour than those she re.
cerved from Mr, Sandhill.  Witness was with deceased at the time of
his death. He was * wonderful”’ sick.

John Hanley, thatcher, lived next dosr ta deceared, and recollected
that he and his wile feil cut on the day after Michnelmas-day. They
were yuarrelling fur some tine, and came out of the house together.
The prisover said, ** [ don’t care & curse for such & menanyou; I'lt be
a match for you some dav.'” It was the second Sunday aRer this that
the deceancd was taken ill.

Mr. John Sunillall, surgeon, recoflected being ealled in to see the
deceased by the nccused, who seemed in great distress of mind.  Wit.
iewn preseribed a saline draught, to allay the irvitation under which de-
meared was lahouring.  Remembers the accused coming for more medi-
vine, but has no recollection of giving her any pilla. as entered the
mixture supplied in hix day-book, but hax no eutry of pills. Did not
ronsider deceased in a dungerous siate, and was astonished to hear of
hin death. Expressed n wish to open the body, but both the sccused
nad Ler mother.in-law objected.

John Daisley, brother of the deceaned, was with him when he died.
Recollected the accused mixing a emnll white powder with some water
nut of the teapot on the Satarday night, and arking the deceased to take
it. Herefused at firat, and uccused said, ** Mr. Sandhill reys it wili
make you wourse or Letter.” He then took it, snd an bour after
was taken sick and vomited water und bloed. He asked for drink seve-
ral Limes.

John Waldack knows the acrused, and was sbout to marry her a fort-
night since.  Recollects ber coming to his cottage at Cocksyne l!ll!eg
wome tiwe last June,  Withess asked ber how she liked a married Life ?
She n-g]ird: ** Very well; but she had got an siling husband ; thst ahe
Miould spon follow him 11 the churchysrd, and would be glad to do it."”
Witnesa broke off hix match with the accused in consequeice of some-
thing which le heard.

Thn identity of deceased’s body having been proved by the parish clerk,

Maory Bull wos the neat witness ullﬁ. Knrw the deceased, and went
to lodge at hic house on the Wednesday after he was taken ).  He com-
pluined of aload en his chest, anid was very sick.  Did not sce any me-,
dicine adminicersd, but asw the last puwdar docessed tnok. 1t was
voutained in a tencup, and its colonr was white.  Mrs. Daixley bad been
provunding deceaned to take it.  He refused, and witnexs asked him to
o w0, Deceased atill refused, and the accused said, ** Give me the cop,
Mury, and go yon down atairs ; I will give 1t to bim.”” The eccused
lind been absent from home two hours that afternoon, and on her return
nhe told witness that she had got a powder from Mr. Sandbiil’s for her
husbnpd,  She tald dec d hie must take the powder or else he wonld
not be auy better.  He took it ultimately, nud in less than an hour was
taken worse, complaining of his throat, and retching violently. His
mother wns acnt for after this, and wos with him when he died, De-
cenned puked into a hand-basin, svhicli was empticd by his wife or mother.

By the prigoner ; 1 did not tasre of the powder, but put it to my lips
as it iptending tu do xo.

Gilbert Duisiey, snother brother of the decrased, corrabornted this
withens as to the administration of white powder 1o the deccased, and
ardded, that accused ohserved Mr. Sandhill had xaid, ** 1f that operated
right be would suon be hetter, and if wroug he wonid soon be dead.”

Rebeeen Craft keeps the New [nn on the raod between Baldock and
Biggleawate. Knows Sarals Daisley, and recollects her calling at wit-
uess's house on Thursday week.,  Witness's husband asked the accused
where she was going, when she replied that she was going to a lawyer's
at Baldock, and added, that & young woman had heen maying thst she
had poisuned her husbnnd, and that she was determined to have his body
taken up, to come at the bottom uf it.  Accused left in about sn hour,
going townrds Diggleswade, and afterwards returned in the opposite
direction with a young man who had a bundle uader his arm.

Surah Gurry was the wife of Ebenezer Gurry, baker, of Wrestling-
worth, Knew Sursh Daisler, who hnd been in her employ st day work
nearly two years, Wituess aobl drugs, and the sccused sometimes
waited in the shup.  Never sold poison, snd was confident that no
ursenic has been in the hiouse during Lhe two years ahe hax hiad the "’E“E'
Was with deceased at his death, and does not recollect hic being sick.
Haud wold three pills to Sarah Daisley during the week her hushand wan ill.

This witucss wns subjected to a very close examination by the jury,
and in Bnswer to a question as tn whether xhe had not stated that de=
ceased had heen poisaned, rhe replied, that when o ard that armenic
had been found in the deceased's stomach, and that the sccused had
nbsennded, she said it had a very dark look, but nothing more.

Ebenvzer Gurry corroborated the Ixst witnesses statement.

Mr. G, D. Hedley, surgeon, of Bedfard, said he was present at the

I i of d. 1I'n ins on Monday, the 20th instant. The
museles were fresh and undecomposed, and there was less appearance of
putrefaction than might have been expected in n body recently in-
terred, although deceased had been buried nearly six wonths. ere
was B considerable redness in parts of the intestines, and in some places
patches of a bright yellow colour.  Tn ane spot some white powder wan
observed, having the sppearance of a caleareous deposit. A ligature
was passed round  the sesophiagus, end another on the rectum, snd the
whole of the bowels included between were removed to the Bedford In-
firmary, for the purpose of anal i n inntion the h was
found to contain two ounces and a ha't of a dark-coloured fluid, which
deposited n white powder. The same powder was found in various
places ofér the interior of the stomach, and also nglher’mg to the esopha-
gits. A few grains were taken off, aml on applying the umul' tests &
yrllow precipitate was thrown dosn, which tested by Merch’s appa-
ratus, deposited a ring of a metallic: nature. The contents of the ato-
mach were then by lrﬁ and filtered, B lemon-coloared precipitates being
oblait O applying the tests a metallic incrustation was deposited,
w onbeing hented, was eunverted intoa powder, which, oo cxami-
tion: proved to white arsenia:

Ty e Cumn‘;: : Are you of opinion that there was a suffielent
guantity to cause deth > —Witnews ; Certainly ¢ and from the appear-
ances whichib-havedesaribed. | have no donbt that deceased  died from
the vflect of arsenic. 1 sl ¢ the extruordinary prescrvation of
the internal parts of the body to have remlted from sreenie.  Five tests
hed been ured, and all wgreed. R

Mr. Hurst, surgeon to the Bedford Infirmary. coneurred in the
opinion expressed by Mr. Hedley ns to the canse of deccased’s death,

Samuel Stehbing, the young man who accompanicd the accused to
Londan, was next galled, “but nothing material was elicited from him,
berond the fact of his having cohnbited with the prisoner for several
dayk last werk.

This being the whole of the evidence, .

“The Coroner thanked the jury for the attention they had given to the
inquiry, and having briefly d on the cir t of the case,
desired them to give it their most rerious conmideration, and, if they
felt that any reasonable donbt existed, to let the sccused have the
benefit of it.

The jury retired for a few minutes, and on their retum pronounced
the following verdict :—** That Witliam Dairley died from tAe effects
of nrxenic administered fo him with a guilty knowledge by Sarah
Ixnxtey, hiv wife.”’—The Coroner remarked that the verdict was
equivalent to wilful murder against the accused, and the several wit-
nesses heing bound over, the prisoner was fully committed to Bedford
Gnol to take her trinl atthe next nusizes. R

The inguiry lasted »even hours, during the whole of which time the
accused appearced to suffer extreme mental anguish.  Captain Boultber,
chief superintendent of the Bedfordshire Police, and several county
magistrates, were in attendance during the whole of the proceedings.
Tmmediately after the close of the inguiry the accused was coaveyed to
Beilford in custody of Superintendent Blunden.

The excitement cnused in the neighhourhood, snd indeed tt ghout
the county, by the disclosursa which have taken place, is intense, and
the feeling ix very strang ngainst the wretched woman,  She appears te
be about 28 years of nge. and ix possensed of considerable personal
attractions. She has no father living, but her mother resides at Pattan,
a small village near Wrestlingworth, It is currently reported that
accused cohabited with her serond husband befora the first was dead,
and that the former was in some way concerned in the death of the
Iatter, The firat husband's name was Simeon Mead ; he had onechild by
the prisoner, and both lie buried in Tadlow churchyard, Cambridgeshice.

Mr. Cooper, the rurgeon, has been elected coroner for Portsmouth,
by a majority of eighteen over his competitor, Mr. Newbyn, solicitor.

Mr. l‘;erry. late secretary to the Medico-Chirargical "Society, is the
new inspector of prisons, vice Dr. Short, deceased,

Mr. Mcymott Ylll been elected surgeon to the Surrey county gaol,
Horsemonger-lane, after a hotly contested election, by the cutiz_\lﬁ vate
of the chairman. Mr. Harris was theother candidate.—Medical Times.

TREATMENT or THE CRIZINAL LuNaTics,—At a late meeting of
the governors of Bethlem Hospital, Sir Peter Lzurie, the president,
beng in the chair, it was moved by Lord Shaftesbury, snd to
unanimously, that when visitors went through the wands, &c., the
attendants be ordered not to mention the name of any patient, even
i€ requived ta dg sa by the visitar. All the criminal tunstics are dressed
alike, snd no distinction is allewed to be igads i their sreptatat
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