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Death Report
Delay Stirs
nvestigation

Wife of Missing Man
Not Notified for Four
Days After His Death

\Why the body of Fred A.
Voorhees, 62-vear-old engi-
neer employed by the County
IFlood Control District, was al.
lowed to remain at the Cor-
oner's oflice for nearly four
days without his wife being
notified was under investiga-
tion yesterday by police of-
ficials and the Coroner's of-
fice,

Voorhees died of a heart at.
tack on a bus at Fifth and Olive
Stseat T oaame Saturday while
en route to work,  Hig hody was
removed from the bhus and taken
to the Coroner's oflice, where
papers on his  person readily
fdentified him,

Absenee Caused Search

Despite this fiacet, his widow
wits not notified and the next
day hegan a frantie search of the
ity for her missing hushand, ANl
local newspapers carried news
stories and police were contact.
od, but It was not until yester.
day that his whercabowts wias
learnoed, '

Police Tnspector Idgar Bifvle,
who took charge of the pollce
investigation, said he learned the .
following: ’

Radio Oflicers J. 0. Summeors
and K. . Russell answered the
call and upon learning no detee-
tives hiul hbeen assigned, went 1o
the Coroner’s ollice.  ‘There they
received the dead man’s niame,
wddress and other vital stalis. |
ties, The Deputy Coroner asked
them o notify the wife and, ace.
cording o Bitlle, they agreed to

lo tins,
|

Debnte Responsibility

Later, Piffle sald, the two of. !
corg falked the sftuation over
vith a Ceatral Station heaten.
it who called the homicwds b
ceatr andd was informed thar the
notitication was o duty of the
Coroner, Bittle said, as far as he
ronthil learn, no further action
was taken,

Sunday, Riffle said he learned,
a refative of Voorhees calted Sut,
Robert Swan at the Wilshire de-
tective buwreaun.  Swan sald no
reports  of  Voorhees®  where-
ahouts had reached the station |
and agreed to cheek  farther,
swan sald he ealled the jall, hos.
pital and the Coroner’s office al i
was  informed at each source
that there was no Voorhees on
the records,

Caroner Frank A, Nanee sald
Deputy Chester ‘Fhompson, who
wias on duty Sunday, denied he!
received. any requests about;
Voorhees,

Regular Procedure

Nance said the regular pro.
cedure In notifying refatives of
a death s through the Police De.
partment, e =afd the oflicers
who had promised 1o notify Mrs.
Vaorhees had taken over that
responsibility for the Coroner's
oflice,

“We are teving to get at the
hottom of this buck passing,”
Bintle =afd.  “Death notitications :
wre definitely the Coronor’s duty,
However, since he has no facili-
ties for this, the Police Depart-
ment. In the past, has co-oper.
ated in making notifications,

I'uneral services for Voor hor.-.
will be conducted today at 2
pay. at  the Cunningham &
‘Connor Mortuary,
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