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'DEATH OF YOUR
- IS FOLLOWED BY
NURSE'S ARREST

Mystery in Demise of s,
Harry Gordon of Chicago,
Father, Mother, Sister
to Be Probed.

ALLDIE WITHIN A MONTII

Vietims of the Strange Series
of Coincidence Buried at
Cataumet, Mass., Last
Summer.

TRACES OF POISON FOUND.:

Jane Toppnn,.Agcd 45, Is Accused of
the Murder of Mrs. Mary Gibbs,
Ono of the Members of
the Family.

NOW IN JAIL AT BARNSTABLE,

DRarnstable, Mass., Oct. 30.—[Special.]--
Jane Toppan, a professional nurse, 45 years’
old, was lodged in jail here tonight on the -
charge of murdering by poison Mrs. Mary
Davis Gibbs, sister of the wife of Harry Gor-
don of Chicage. Mrs. Gibbs and Mrs. Gordon
and thelr father and mother all four dled
here within three weeks last summer. Mise
Toppan attended all four as a nurse.

The arrest followed a report made by Pro-
tessor Wood, an analytical chemlst of Har-
verd University, who stated tkat he had
foungd polson in the stomachs of two of the
victims of the mysterious chain of coinci-
dences,

Mies Toppan was arrested last evening at
Amherst. N. H. In police court toéay at
Nashua, N. ., she protested her innocence,
walved examination, and sgreed to return
to Massachusetts without a requisition. She
was brought here tonight and ledged in the
county jail pending a preilminary hearing.

All Die Within a Month.

The Davis family, four in number—Mr.
and Mrs. Alden P. Davis of Cataunmet and
thcir daughters, Mrs. Harry Gordon of Chi-
cugo and Mrs. Mary Gibbs of Cataumet—
all died within a month.

The first of the family to pass away was,
‘Mrs.. A. P. Davis, whose death ivok place
in Somerville, Mass., on July 4. Floer body’
was taken to Cataumet and buricd in the
family lot.

Mrs. Harry Gerdon, the younger daugh-
ter, 30 years old, wifc of the cashier of the
FEquitable Life company of Chicago, and’
who had been visiting her mother during her
last sickness, after the funeral went to stay
a short time wilh Her father at the Jachin
coltage at Cataumet. She, too, was taken
suddenly {iI aud died on July 31.

Alden P. Davis was then taken sick and
he passed away on Aug. 4. The last in the
mysterivus chain of deaths was Mry. Mary
Davls Gibbs, the elder daughter, aged 57,
wife of Captain Irving Glbbs of Cataumet.
She died on Avg. 13.

Jane Toppan Attends All.

Jane Toppan attended each memner o1 e
family, and was with them during their ill-
ness and present when they died.

Mrs. Davis had been in poor health for
some time, and was taken to Somerville with’
the ihiope that a change In scene and air
would prove bencficial. Jane Toppan ac-
companied her.

The attending physletan here, Dr. Latter,
had informed Mr. Davis that Mrs. Davis
could gurvive only a short time, and the ar.-
nouncenient of her death from diabetes cama
with no surprige to her friends and fami'y.
The cause was attrlbuted to some affectinn
of the heart.

Mrs. Gordon’s Death.

Miss ‘foppan, &till In the emp.oy of JNr,
Davis, attended Mrs. Harry Gordon of Clit-
cago, who was stricken with §ilnesy shortly
after the funeral of her mother, Mrs. Davis,

All the members of the Davls family were
bound to ecach other by the strongest thes «f
love, and Mrs. Gordon's sickness and sub-
sequent death were believed to have b n
brought about by the great grief which =he
suffered at the loss of her mother. .

Mrs. Gordon’s physielan was also br. Lat-
ter, and the cause of her death has never
offictally been given, although it was< stated nt
the time that she died from exhaustion.

Following the death of Mrs. Gordon, his
daughter, whom he dearly loved, Mr. Davis
' hecame i1l and in a few days expired. Mr
Davis' death came as a fearfu! shoek tau'!
his f-lends. He was cared for in his brief il
ness by the same nurse. Miss@oppan, whe v -
maired and performed simtlar dutles for ¢ha
last rema'ning member of the famiiy. Nre,
Mary Gibbs, during her fatal ({lin. -
Bourne, Mass. Mra, Gibbs was the wifo orf
Captafn Irving Gibbs, who was= at sea when
his wife passed away, and dld not hear of b p
¢eath or that of any member of the fang
until he put in at one of the middie Atlantic
ports.

The suddenness of the death of Mrs. Gilibg
and the great bereavement which had al.
ready fallen upon the friends of the Dol
tamily cast a gloom aver the Hittle cani-
munity. Mre. Gibhs was also burled In th-
family Int here.

&

Investigation Is Begun.

At that time It was beHeved Iy the villa rere
that 21l the members had died from natyrsl
causges, but the suspicions of one man, Paul
Gibbs, father of Captala Irving Gibbe, weyan
aroused, and he began a quiet Investigatfon,
As a result Colonel Whitney of the State
police visited Bourne, and. upon thr trengitn
of the fnvestigation that he made there, an
autopsy on the hody of Mrs. Gordon and Mys.
Gibbs was held by Professor Wood, asejstr i
by Professor Whitney, Medlcal Exumin.r
R. 11. Faunce, and Dr, Latter.

Official Return Not Made.

It was aisv icaavd luday for s Drsc nm.
that no officlal return was ever made of the
cause of the death of Mrs. Gorden. A tha
time of the autcpsy It was said that the
reason that no return of the cause of th.
death had been made wus thut the tinder-
taker had delayed filing it. Inquiry at ihe
Town Clerk’s office at Bourne 1« daz reviesled
the fact that neither the nndertaker s nori
physician’s certificate as to the cause of
death has yet Leen filed,

The law required the undertaker to pro-,

. -
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cure the physician’s certificate of the cause
of death before he could have obtained a
permit to bury the body ot Mrs. Gordon.
but it would seem that in this case the law
had been disregarded,

Undertaker’s Statement.

Undertaker Davis of Falmouth, who had
charge of the funeral of Mrs. Gordon, wien
seen today said .that he supposed that the
permit had been issued and recorded. Mr.
Davis did not personally conduct the burfal,
but he told his assistant to see that there
was a permit, and, as the latter had said noth-
ing to the contrary and the funeral hzl taken
place at the appointed time, the undertaker
believed that the law had been compiled
with. Mr. Davis further stated that he sup-
posed at tke time that Dr. Latter hud at-
tended to the matter, as the death took pliace
in Bourne, where Dr. Latter, who had leen
the attending physiclan, resided. Dr; liat-
ter died at his home at Monument Btach
about ten days ago.

‘Working Up the Case.

‘ine Case was placed 1IN cnarge oL D2 Lve-
tective Whitney of Boston, who has warked
on it almost continuously since Aug. 30. fe
alone knows the evidence that has ixen
secured agalnsi Jane Toppan. Herarrest
followed quickly upon the report of the
chemist. District Attorrney Kolmes appied
to Judge Swift of the Barnstavie District
Court and a warrant was sworn out &nd sent
to State Detective Whitney at Boston, und
he at once went to Nashua, N. H., where he
obtained a New Hampshire warrant for the
arrest of Miss Toppan. Accompanied by the
New Hampshire officials he drove to Am-
herst, N. H., where late in the evening the
#ccused was found at the home of George
Nichois, a prosperous farmer, with whose
wife she was visiting. Protesting her inno-
cence she was taken to Nashua, arriving late

. in the night. Today in the pclice court she
waived examination, and the New Hampshire
complaint against her was nol prossed, she
having agreed to return to Massachusetts

writhnnt nantact

Intimate with the Family.

Jane 1oppan naa DEen an MIUINale LricHa
of the Davis family for many years. She
Lad attended the several members of the
fomily whenever her professional services
were required. She had their confidence to
an unlimited degree.

Story of a Fire.

Prior 10 ine i8St HiNess Ul mrd, avis, a
fire which threatened to destroy their home
started In the Jachin cottage, in which Mr.
and Mrs. Davis lfved on different occasions.
In the house close by, where Miss Toppan
lived a year ago, a fire occurred and the
building was nearly rulned. The fires in
both buildings gave rise to the bellef that
they were of incendiary origin.

Miss Toppar, who was stopping at the
Jachin cottage and was employed {n nurs-
ing Mrs. Davis, assisted the members of the
household in an investigation as to the cause
of the fires. She was the only one who was
&ble to throw the least light on the sub-
Ject.

She told Mr. Davis that just before the

» breaking out of one of the fires on the Jachin
premises she saw a man stealing his way
xlaneg in tha shadnw nf tha hinildine.

Doors and Windows Locked.

This at first seemed to lend color to the
belief that some one had, entered the bulld-
ing and applied the torch, but it was dis-
covered that the doors and windows were
securely locked at the time this particular
fire broke out, and that there was other ev-
jdence that no one save members of the
family and Miss Toppan were in the house.

The illness of Mrs. Davis having taken a
sudden turn for the worse about tais time
the excitement incident to the fires was for-
zotten.

Real Name Nora Kelley.

1,0well, MAass., UCL IU.—iSpecial.j—Jane
Toppan has lived nearly all her lifein Lowell
and her arrest has revived comment on three
deaths in a Lowell family, at two of which
at least she was present,

Jane Toppan’s real name {s Nora Kelley,
and when a child she was taken from a chil-
dren’s home in Boston by Mrs. Toppan,
mother to the wife, Mrs. O. A, Brigham, now
dead. |

Though -never legally adopted,. she was
given the name of Jennie Toppun. She was |
graduated from the Lowell public schools,
and continued to live in the Toppan family
until she was 25 years old, being regarded as
«a daughter by those who wmid not know the
family history.

Graduates with High Rank.

When 25 years old she left the Toppan
home to study to be a nurse at the yaining
school of the Massachusetis general hos-
pital, from which she was graduated with
mgh rank. She was mostly employed in
Boston and Cambridge, but she kept up a
correspondence with the housekeepers at the
Brigham home and occasionally visited here.

It is reported here that she had represent-
el herself as the heiress of the Toppan fam-
ily and of Mr. Brighgm it she survived him.

It has been learned that the State police
in their investigation here intimated: that
three bodles of the Brigham family lot might
be disinterred for the purpose of an autopsy.
‘'he bodies referred to are those of Miss
Elizabeth Brigham, who died at Cataumet
on Aug. 29, 1899; Mrs. Edward F. Banister
who died at Mr. Brigham's home on Aug. 27
1uul; and of Mrs. Florence M. Calkins, the
housekeeper, who died 2t the house on Jan
15, 1900.

In the case of Mrs. Ranister, at least, i
is known that Miss Toppan was not at the
Brigham home during her illness or death
‘I'ne agent of the local hoard of health sal

tonight that no request had yet been re

sadved far o narmit altamine Alaintarmant

Prostrated in S8eptember.

When Miss Toppan was in Lowell in Sep-
tember she was taken quite ill with what
appeared to be nervous prostration, and was
a patient at the city hospital for several
weeks. During her stay in this city, in the
course of a conversation with a lawyer, her
attention was called to a newspaper article
saying the bodies-at Cataumet had been dis-
frterred. She is quoted as saying that that
was all right. She {s alse reported to have
sald that Mr. Davls Lad once been arrested
for having advised a father to kill his
daughter on the biblical ground of personal
sacrifice. The lawyer says the impression
she attempted to convey was that Davis
might have sacrificed the members of his
family.

What Miss Toppan probably had in mind
when talking with the lawyer was the fact
that Davis was a meinbgr of the jury before
whom was tried Charles Freeman of Po-
casset, who kllled his little daughter In 1878
during an attack of religious mania. Be-
cause of the strong stand he took against the
conviction of Freeman, on the ground that
he was not in his right mind, Mr. Davis at
the time came in for consfderable notoriety.

Harry Gerdon refused to give any opinion
on the case yesterday. Mr. Gordon is the
cashier of the Equitable Life Assurance
cocmpany, with offices in the Chamber of Com-
merce Bullding.

*“I have nothing to say now,” he sald.
“ It there is a trial, and 1 ain summoned asa
witness, I may be able to say a great deal,
but at this time I prefer to say nothing.”

* Is there anything in your mind that would
warrant the arrest of Jane Toppan.”

** Well, Jane Toppan was the piofessiopal
nurse who was at the bedslde of every one
of the four persc=s who died. I have known
her since I was a child. Her home was in

._Lowell, Mass., bui for-a long time she board-
ed in Cambridge.

“ 1 have recefved no notice of the arrest
save that given me by the newspaper re-
porters,”

ONE HUNDRED STOWAWAYS
ON STEAMER FROM NOME.

Passengers Arriving at Port Townsend
‘Say Those Who Stole Aboard Were
Only Small Part of Destitute Army.

Port Townsend, Wash.,, Oct. 36.—The
steamers Queen and Valencla arrived today
from Nome. Each breught down 800 passen-
gers. On the Queen were 100 stowaways
who succeeded In boarding the vessel by
climbing up the anchor chains while the ves-
sel was at anchor in the roadway at Nome.
Passengers report that 500 men were left at
Nome, all of. whom are penniless, with no
means of making & living during the winter,
and a reign of terror is predicted. During the
entire voyage of the Queen petty thefts were
of dally cccurrence.

To Cure a Cold in One Day

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets. All drug-
gists refund the money If it falls to cure. E. W.
Girove's signature 1s on each box,
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