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The American Psychological Associationôs PsycINFO database 
 

10 Reasons to Use PsycINFO 

 
1. More than 2.5 million records (as of January 2008) span more than 200 years of 

research and study in the field of psychology.  

2. More than 2,300 journal titles covered. 

3. 98% of the journals are Peer Reviewed. 

4. Advanced searching capability of more than 30 indexed fields. 

5. Publications from more than 54 countries, in more than 30 languages. 

6. Searching via Browsable Indexes with 22 major categories and 135 subcategories. 

7. Thesaurus search capability with more than 8,200 controlled terms. 

8. Access to more than 27 million cited references in over than 660,000 journal 

articles, books, and book chapters (as of October 2007). 

9. More than 100,000 records are added annually. 

10. Ability  to simultaneously cross-search other CSA Illumina databases with 

automatic de-duping of results and to conduct lateral searches through Authors 

and Descriptor terms. 

What Is PsycINFO?  

PsycINFO provides access to international literature in psychology and related 

disciplines. Unrivaled in its depth of psychological coverage and respected worldwide for 

its high quality, the database is enriched with literature from an array of disciplines 

related to psychology such as psychiatry, education, business, computers, medicine, 

nursing, pharmacology, law, linguistics, and social work. Nearly all records contain non-

evaluative summaries, and all records are indexed using the APA Thesaurus of 

Psychological Index Terms.  

 

Practitioners, researchers, and students working in all areas of psychology, the behavioral 

sciences, and other related disciplines will benefit from the information found within this 

essential resource. PsycINFO includes psychological research and its applications; the 

database is of prime relevance to many industries and research establishments worldwide. 

The sources include peer-reviewed journals, chapters, books, reports, and dissertations, 

published internationally; approximately 1,200 of the journals are comprehensively 

covered (ñcover to coverò). Additionally, there are approximately 27 million cited 

references.  

 

PsycINFO is a department of the American Psychological Association (APA) dedicated 

to creating products that make it easier for researchers to locate psychological literature 

relevant to their research topics. PsycINFO staff members locate and summarize 

psychologically relevant documents from a wide range of disciplines, and disseminate 

these summaries in forms suited to easy access and retrieval. 
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Benefits of PsycINFO 
 

Since first being offered in print as Psychological Abstracts in 1927 and subsequently as 

the electronic database PsycINFO in 1967, the American Psychological Association has 

chronicled issues in psychology through highly selective coverage of a wide variety of 

sources. The current PsycINFO database enables researchers, students, faculty, librarians, 

government agencies, and others to conduct complete research in the field of psychology 

in resources dating to 1806. 

 

 

A subscription to PsycINFO é 
 

V Makes available online the complete file of the leading psychology database. 

V Provides quality librarians can count on. 

V Positions libraries to recapture valuable shelf space. 

V Guarantees subscribing libraries long-term access to a unique resource that 

indexes important and not widely held resources. 

V Contains unique material and retrospective coverage not available in other 

resources. 

V Helps librarians provide well-balanced information from a variety of viewpoints 

and sources. 

V Helps researchers and practitioners stay abreast of latest advances in the field of 

psychology.  

V Enables researchers and students to explore cutting-edge research.  

V Allows practitioners to follow new techniques in clinical practice.  

 

PsycINFO Subject Coverage  

PsycINFO chronicles issues that are fundamental to the subject of psychology. The 

database provides current and historical perspectives on the study and practice of 

psychology from itôs inception. Find information on such topics as:   

 Applied psychology  

 Communication systems  

 Developmental psychology  

 Educational psychology  

 Experimental human and animal 

psychology  

 Personality  

 Psychological and physical 

disorders  

 Physiological psychology and 

neuroscience  

 Professional personnel and issues  

 Psychometrics and statistics  

 Social psychology  

 Social processes and issues  

 Sports psychology and leisure  

 Treatment and prevention  

 

For a complete list of subject coverage, click here. 

http://www.csa.com/factsheets/psycinfo-set-c.php
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Subject Headings 

PsycINFO strives to provide access to the latest concepts and trends in the literature 

through the APA Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms. As a new term surfaces in the 

materials being indexed, it is accessible electronically via free-text searching of the 

abstract and/or title of the bibliographic record. As its usage in the literature increases, a 

term may be established as a Subject Heading and connected to related terms. Similarly, 

Subject Headings may be retired as usage of the concept declines. New terminology for 

existing concepts may also be established. These Subject Headings may be used as 

searchable fields with the Descriptors (DE=) field when constructing queries (see the 

Selection and Indexing Policy section for more information). All Subject Headings and 

associated terms are found in the PsycINFO Thesaurus.  Many terms that have 

ambiguous meanings, applications unique to the PsycINFO database, or usage patterns 

that have changed over time have scope notes and/or historical notes. In many cases, a 

scope note provides a definition of the term and suggests another term to compare. The 

historical note field includes information about changes to a term, the range of years a 

term was in use, and instructions for searching.  The terms also contain the year they 

were introduced.  When new terms are added, they are mapped to existing content. 

 

PsycINFO Major Cl assification Codes  
Every record in PsycINFO databases receives a classification code, which is used to 

categorize the document according to the primary subject matter. These classification 

codes can help you target your search by allowing you to restrict retrieval to a specific 

category.  The classification code system is designed to describe the content of the 

PsycINFO database, not the field of psychology. Listed below are the 22 major 

Classification Codes.*  

*Note: All categories with the exception of Code 3800: Military Psychology have subcategories. 

 

 

 

 

2100 General Psychology 3200 Psychological & Physical Disorders 

2200 Psychometrics & Statistics & Methodology 3300 Health & Mental Health Treatment & Prevention 

2300 Human Experimental Psychology 3400 Professional Psychological & Health Personnel 

Issues 

2400 Animal Experimental & Comparative 

Psychology 

3500 Educational Psychology 

2500 Physiological Psychology & Neuroscience 3600 Industrial & Organizational Psychology 

2600 Psychology & the Humanities 3700 Sport Psychology & Leisure 

2700 Communication Systems 3800 Military Psychology 

2800 Developmental Psychology 3900 Consumer Psychology 

2900 Social Processes & Social Issues 4000 Engineering & Environmental Psychology 

3000 Social Psychology 4100 Intelligent Systems 

3100 Personality Psychology 4200 Forensic Psychology & Legal Issues 
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Supplemental Complimentary Web Resources 
 

When you search databases on the CSA Illumina platform, including PsycINFO, a 

supplementary database is searched simultaneously: Web Resources Related to the Social 

Sciences/Humanities. Access to these resources is included with a subscription to 

PsycINFO on CSA Illumina. 

 

Web Resources  

This database is a collection of over 73,000 high-quality web sites relevant to Social 

Sciences and the Humanities, which are selected and indexed by our editors. Sites 

indexed include secondary sources providing specific information of interest to a college-

level audience, from respected, non-biased sources such as educational institutions, 

government agencies, and scientific and professional organizations, including the APA. 

Also indexed are sites representing primary sources of interest to social science 

researchers. Web sites must originate from a reputable source and not appear to be 

ephemeral. Furthermore, editors avoid sites with an obvious political agenda, though this 

may be somewhat difficult when monitoring sites that would be of interest to students of 

psychology and the practice of psychology. The URLs must provide immediate access to 

the web information. The feature can be found via the Web Sites tab, to the right of the 

Published Works tab from within the Search Results page (see below). URLs are 

reviewed on a monthly basis, averaging a phenomenal rate of less than 2% dead links. 

 

 

Web Sites tab containing web resources 


