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DAAI: Design and Applied Arts Index 

What Is Design and Applied Arts Index and Why Should I Use It?  

Design and Applied Arts Index (DAAI) is the leading source of abstracts and 

bibliographic records for articles, news items, and reviews published in design and 

applied arts periodicals from 1973 onwards.  

 

An indispensable tool for students, researchers, and practitioners worldwide, DAAI 

covers both new designers and the development of design and the applied arts since the 

mid-19th century. As of November 2007, DAAI contains more than 175,000 records, 

with around 1200 new records added in each monthly update. 

A short history of DAAI: Design and Applied Arts Index 

DAAI: Design and Applied Arts Index was founded in 1987 by Chris Mees. In 2003 

ProQuest (formerly CSA) acquired the database from Chris, who continued to produce it 

on our behalf until April 2004. 

DAAI: Design and Applied Arts Index has been available in a variety of formats, 

including print, CD-ROM, and of course the Internet. In February 2004 CSA added the 

database to its popular Internet Database Service, which became CSA Illumina in spring 

2005. 

10 Reasons to Use Design and Applied Arts Index 

 
1. Access to over 175,000 records  

2. Backfile coverage dating to 1973 

3. Advance searching capability of 19 indexed fields 

4. Searching via Browsable Indexes, e.g. Subject/Artist Index 

5. Ability to cross-search with other CSA Illumina databases (e.g. Design ProFILES  

and Design Abstracts Retrospective) and using an automatic de-duping feature 

6. Lateral searching through Authors and Subject/Artist 

7. Easy citation formatting via QuikBib 

8. Access to records from over 500 journals, more than 170 of which are currently 

indexed in DAAI  

9. A truly unique source of information in this field! 

10. Automated alerting feature using CSA Illumina My Research 
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Subject coverage includes: 

Á Advertising 

Á Animation 

Á Architecture 

Á Book design 

Á Ceramics 

Á Computer aided design 

Á Computer graphics 

Á Design history 

Á Design management 

Á Education 

Á Exhibitions 

Á Fashion and clothing 

Á Furniture 

Á Garden design 

Á Glass 

Á Graphic design 

Á Illustration 

Á Inclusive design 

Á Industrial design 

Á Interior design 

Á Jewellery 

Á Landscape architecture 

Á Metalsmithing 

Á Packaging 

Á Product design 

Á Retail design 

Á Sustainability 

Á Textiles 

Á Theatre 

Á Typography and type design 

Á Universal design 

Á Urban design 

Á Vehicles 

Á Web design 

For a complete list of subject coverage and further information, click here. 

 

http://www.csa.com/factsheets/daai-set-c.php
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Sample Record of Design and Applied Arts Index  
 

 


